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hat REORAT ORS, ENGROSSERS, 
FoRESTAILIE RS, HAWKERS and Jo- 
B ERS Of Corn, Cattle, and other Market- 
able Goods, Proviſions and Merchandizes, 
are Deſtructive of Trade, Oppreſſive to the 
Poor, and a Common Nuſance to the 
Kingdom in General. 


* 


— 
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Recommended to the Peruſal of the Inha- 
bitants of the Cities and Suburbs of 


LONDON and WESTMINSTER, 


And the Members of all other Corporations, Market- 
Towns, and Places of Trade. 


— 


And humbly offer d to the Confideration of the 


PARLIAMENT of GREAT BRARAITAIX. 


. DEDY SES YDEDDEDDDEDO 


LONDON: 


Printed for Fames | Roberts near the Oxford Arms in 
Warwick-Lane. MDCCXVIII. | 
[Price 6 d.] 
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To prove, That RecRators, ENGROS- 
SORS, FORESTALLERS, HAWKERS, and 
JoßBERS of Corn, Cattle, and other 
Marketable Goods, Proviſions. and 
Merchandizes, are deſtructive of Trade, 
Oppreſſive to the Poor, and a Common 
Nuſance to the Kindgom in Gene- 


* 


ral, &c. 


CSS} HE Statute of the 5th and 6th of Ed 
| 4 


ward the Sixth, made againſt Regrators, 
Dy Foreſtallers, and Ingroſſers, does, among 
other Things, declare, © That every 
NS *« Perſon ſhall be deemed and ad judg- 
* ed for à Foreſtaller, who {hall buy, 

* Or cauſe to be bought, any Merchandize, Victuah 
or any other Thing whatſoever, coming by Land: 
on 


16] 
« or by Water, toward any Market or Fair, to be 
. « ſold in the ſame ; or coming toward any City, o 
« Port, Haven, Creek, or Road of this Realm or 
« Wales, from any Parts beyond the Seas, to be ſold 
« or make any Bargain, Contract or Promiſe, forſ 
« the having or buying of the ſame, or any Part 
« thereof, ſo coming, as is aforeſaid, before the 
« {aid Merchandize, Victual, or other Thing, ſhall 
« be in the Market, Fair, City, Port, Haven, Creek# 
« or Road, ready to be ſold; or ſhall make any 
Motion by Word, Letter, Meſſage, or other- 
& wiſe, to any Perſon or Perſons, for the inhancing 
« of the Price, or dearer ſelling of any Thing or 
« Things above-mentioned ; or elſe diſſuade, move, 
« or ſtir, any Perſon or Perſons coming to the 
«« Market or Fair, to abſtain or forbear to bring or 
4 convey any of the Things above-rehearſed, to any 
« Market, Fair, City, Port, Haven, Creek or Road, 
« to be ſold as is aforeſaid. 
And the ſaid Ad further declares, © That every 
« Perſon ſhall be reputed and taken for a Regrator, 
4 who ſhall by any Means regrate, obtain or g' 
« into his Hands or Poſſeſſion, in any Fair or Mar- 
« ket, any Corn, Wine, Fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, 
cc Candles, Tallow, Sheep, Lambs, Calves, Swine, 
« Pigs, Geeſe, Capons, Hens, Chickens, Pigeons, | 
« Conies, or Other dead Victual whatſoever, that 
& ſhall be brought to any Fair or Market within 
& this Realm or Wales, to be ſold, and do ſell the 
« ſame again in any Fair or Market holden or kept 
4 in the ſame Place, or in any Fair or Market with- 
% in Five Miles thereof. Wes 
And further, © That every Perſon ſhall be repu- 
4 ed and taken for an Ingroſſer, who ſhall ingroſs or 
4 get into his Hands, by buying or contracting, or 
s promiſe-making, other than by Demiſe, Grant, 
g | os 
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or Leaſe of Land or Tythe, any Corn growing 
* in the Fields, or any other Corn or Grain, Butter, 
* Cheeſe, Fiſh, or other dead Victual whatſoever,, 
4 to the intent to ſell the ſame again. 
The Penalties for Breach of this Statute are, for 
art the fr Offence, Two Months Impriſonment with- 
the out Bail, and Forfeitnre of the Value of the Goods, 
Cattle, and Victuals, fo bought or had. And for the 
28 /econd Offence, Half a Year's Impriſonment, and For- 
© feiture of Double the Value of the Goods, Cattle, 
and Victuals. And for the third Offence, to ſtand 
ing on the Pillory, and forfeit all Goods and Chattels, 

or and be impriſoned during the Xing's Pleaſure. The 
ve, Forfeitures to go one Half to the Crown, and the 
the other Half to the Informer or Proſecutor. - 
or Out of this 4# are excepted, Thoſe who buy 
any (not Foreftalling) any convertible Corn or Grain, to- 
ad, make into Malt or Oatmeal : As alſo Fiſhmongers, 
Butchers, and Poulterers, who _-W (not Foreſtalling) 

t 


ery to ſell by Retail in the Way of their own Craft and 
tor, Myſtery. And further, all Thoſe who have any 
get. Grant or Leaſe for Years or Lives, of any Cattle, 
lar- Corn, c. Alfo all Innholders and Victuallers, who 


ell by Retail in their own Houſes. As alſo all Buy- 
ers of dried or ſalted Fiſh, Herrings or Sprats: And 
Jall Badgers, Laders, Kidders or Carriers, licenced: 
Ipy Three FJuſtices of the Peace, and who ſhall ſell 
and deliver in open Fair or Market, within one Month. 
after he or they have ſo bought, to any Victualler, 
or any other Perſon, for the ſupplying of his or their 
Houſe or Family. And further are- Excepted, all 
Licenſed Drovers, who may buy in Counties where 
pu- they have been accuſtomed to buy, ſuch Cattle as. 
or they ſhall fell in open Fair or Market, diftant from 
or the Place where they bought, at leaſt Forty Miles. 
nt, And further, All Perſons dwelling within one Mile 
or of the main Sea, are allowed to buy up — 


(8] 
of Fiſh, freſh or ſalted. Alſo ſuch Perſons are Ex- 

cepted, who have Licence to tranſport Corn, Grain, 
or Cattle, by Shipping, from Port to Port within this 
Kingdom. Alſo when Wheat is at 65. 8 d. the 
Quarter or under; Malt and Barley at 3 5. 4 d. Oats 
at 2 5. Peaſe or Beans at 4s. and Rye at 5 f. (Lon- 
don Meaſure) there is an Allowance for Engroſſing 
any, or all of theſe Kinds of Grain: Alſo all Con- 
tractors employed to contract for furniſhing with 
Proviſions any City, Borough, Town-Corporate, i 
Ship, Caſtle or Fort, within the King's Dominions, 
are Excepted out of this AF. In all which Excepted 
Caſes there is an. expreſs Clauſe againſt Foreſta l- 
ling. [ 
By this Statute, whoever ſhall buy Corn fer i 


— 


Change of his Seed, having enough of his own for 


Sced, and for Proviſion of his Family, unleſs he fell i 
or expoſe to Sale, as much of his own Corn as he 
ſhall buy in the ſame Fair or Market, is to forfeit 
double the Price of the Corn ſo bought. And who- 
ever buys any Oxen, Runts, Steers, Kine, Heifers, 
Calves, Sheep, Lambs, Goats or Kids, being alive, 
and ſells the ſame, not being kept and fed by ſuch þ 
Buyer for the ſpace of Six Weeks before ſüch Sale, 
is to forfeit double the Value of the Cattle ſo ſold as 
aforeſaid. | eff. 
The A# direCts Proſecution to be had within Twa 
Years, and empowers the Fuſtices in their Qgarter- 
Seſſions to hear and determine all Defaults. and. Of- 
fences contrary to this Statute. | 
This Ad of Edward the Sixth is further enforced 1 
by an Act made in the 5th Year of Queen Elizaleth, 5 
which declares, That no Perſon ſhall be Licenſed 


* 
v 


E- 


3 


1 * 


” 


nor. 


« as a Drover of Cattle, Badger, Kidder, Lader or 
Carrier, Buyer or Tranſporter of Corn, Grain, c., 
« but at the General Oyarter-Seſions in open Court, 
Aby Licence under the proper Hands and Seals of, 


Three. 


%. . 
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© Three Fuſtices then preſent, one to be of the 
Quorum, and ſuch Licence to be in Force for one 
© Year only. Every Drover or Badger fo licenſed, 
« muſt be a Married Man, a Houſholder, of the 
A Age of Thirty Years at leaſt, and muſt have dwelt 


Lon Three Years at leaſt, before the Teſ of his Li- 
eng dence, in the Shire or County where ſuch Licence 
on- is to be granted. The Penalty for Defaults in 


Ei her of theſe Particulars, is Forfeiture of Licence, 


and of 5 1. one Half to the Crown, and the other 
Half to the Informer. The Fuftices are alſo em- 
Powered to take Bond and Security by Recognizance 
of Perſons to be ſo licenſed, obliging them to con- 
orm in all Things to the above-mention'd Statute 
for f Edward the 6:h. And no Perſon, though licen- 
for ed, is to buy Corn or Grain in open Fair or Market 
ſell Jo ſell again, under the Penalty of 5 J. for every Of- 
s he fence, unleſs ſuch a Power be expreſly contain'd in 
rfeit Licenſe, to be ſpecially inſerted for that pur- 
ho- pole. f 
Out of this 4 are excepted, the Purveyors of any 
ity or Town- Corporate, having Privilege to a 


live, 

Cots Point ſuch Officers; as alſo the Inhabitants of the 
ale, Counties of Weſtmorland, Cumberland, Lancaſter, 
d as Tbeſter and York. | 


By another A# in the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, 
he above-mentioned Act of Edward the 6th, is made 
Perpetual. And many other Laws have been ſince 
Wnacted upon this gaod and wholſome Foundation 
Rid in King Edward's Time; of which fort is that 

rced d in the 22d and 23d of King Charles the Second, 
eth, No prevent Frauds -in Buying and Selling of Cattle in 
aſed. Smithfield, ard elſewhere. By which, Butchers with- 
r or In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, or Ten Miles 
Sec., Whereof, are prohibited to buy fat Cattle, and fell 
urt, Ihe ſame to any other Butcher, dead or alive: And 
s of, iſo all Perſons are reſtrained from buying fat Cattle 
in 


104 0 


in the Market in Smithfield, and ſelling the ſame 


there again. Which A# was reviv'd in the 1ſt of 
King James the Second with a Proviſo in Favour of 
Saleſimen or Factors employ'd by Farmers or Traders; 
and afterwards continued by another A# in the 4th 
and 5th of King William and Queen Mary ; and by 
another in the 11th and 12th oi King William, and 
ſo further continued by an A# made in the 5th of 


Queen Anne, which was ſince explained by another 


AF in the th of the ſame Queen, by which Butchers 9 
were allowed to ſell to one another. Calves, Sheep 
or Lambs, dead, notwithſtanding the Laws former- 


ly in force againſt that Practice. 
By this brief Account and & ſtrat of the Engliſh 


Statutes, for near Tuo Hundred \cers laſt paſt, an 


Impartial Lover of his Country, may at one Glance | 
1 ſee, what was the Senſe and Judgment of our 
orefathers, concerning that vile and pernicious Set 


of Men, who are called inthe Language of our Laws, 


Foreſtallers, Regrators and Ingroſſers : And to con- 


vince us, that even in King Edwards Time the Grie- 
vance was not New ; the Statute of the 5th and 6b 


of that King already mentioned and recited, does in 
the Preamble take notice of divers good Statutes here- 
tofore made againſt this growing Evil: Which may 
{erve to ſhew, that it was of a mach older Date, and 
that it had ever been look'd upon as a publick Nu- 


- A wo bo % * pA ALE 


ſance, of dangerous Conſequence to Trade, Preju- 
dicial to the common Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, 
and highly deſerving the Notice, Interpoſition, and 


ſevere Cenſure of our wiſe Legiſlators. 


Whether it be that this Statute of King Edward, | 


which in the preſent Caſe is the main Support and } 
Bulwork of Domeſtick Trade and Commerce, has of | 


late, by Reaſon of its Antiquity, been look'd upon 
and ſighted as obſolete and dormant ; or whether 
the Methods of detecting and convicting Offenders, 


are 


; 
*, 


L ff ] 
are not ſo fully and accurately preſcrib'd by the Laws 


Pov extant, as might be wiſhed ; or whether the 
erſons concerned in this wicked Practice have been 


1 unning enough to evade the well- meant Proviſions 
>" nd Reſtraints, which were formerly thought a ſuffi- 
5 tient Remedy for this National Diſtemper; or whe- 


ther (as is moſt probable) the leaving the Proſecu- 
ion at large, and making every Man an Informer, 
2» hich is one Reaſon why no Man will undertake the 
WOtkce, there being at preſent no fix'd and eſtabliſh'd 
Order of Men, particularly appointed and empower- 
d to redreſs this Grievance ; or whether (laſtly) it 
He for any one, or all of theſe Reaſons put together, 

dr for any others not yet diſcoyered, that the Laws 
ow in being are ſo weak and inſufficient ; this how- 
Ever we are ſure of, and have found it true by la- 
Wnentable Fxperience, that the Evil complained of, 
is riſen to a greater Height than ever, and the Num- 


2 Per of Foreſtallers, Regrators and Ingroſſers, is ſo far 
from being leſſen d, that they are now ſpread all 
doth Pver the Kingdom; and out of them have ariſen 


Mew Species of miſchievous Creatures, ſuch as un- 
Jicenſed Higlers, Fobbers and Hawkers ; and all theſe 
in Conjunction do now oppreſs the Poor in the moſt 
arbitrary manner, bear an abſolute Sway and Com- 


e. mand in all our Fairs and Markets, make a Prey both 
3 Jof the Trader and Conſumer, are a Canker in the Vi- 
an Tals of the Publick,and obſtruct, in the tendereſt Parts, 
6ja- j as well the Mony d as the Landed Intereſt of this 
Kingdom. | 
2 It is very ſurprizing, that a Body of Men ſo in- 


Fonſiderable in their own Character, ſhould be capa- 
ple of doing ſo much real Miſ hief and of ſuch an 


2 * xtenſive Influence, The very beſt of them are Bro- 
s of ; Ren Trade men or Farmers, or ſuch as have been Ser- 
pon PVauts to Butchers, Drovers, or Graziers : Tic Gene- 
ther ality of them, are Men who never ſerv'd to any 


Trade, 


12 

Trade, or were a Scandal to it, or frequently ſhift- 
ed from one Way of Buſineſs to another. They are 
a Vagabond Sort of Feuer, without any certain A- 
| bode or Habitation, at leaſt for a long Time, till 
their Wickedneſs hath purchaſed them a Settlement. 
They carry their 4% about them, and their Riſe 
and Stock is no more than a plain Riding Habit, a 
good Horſe, a Liſt of the Fairs and Markets, and a 
prodigious Quantity of Impudence. They have the 
Mark of Cain, and like him wander from Place to 
Place, driving an Interloping Trade between the 
Fair Dealer and the Honeſt Conſumer; both whom 
they muſt be ſure to cheat, if they would be ſure to 
live : For they deal with the former upon Credit, 
and with the latter for ready Money, and ſo make 
the Difference their Livelihood. But as wretched 
and contemptible as they really are in themſelves, 
yet by being diſpers'd every where, and having Di- 
ftrits and Provinces of their own, which they can 
ſo often and ſo eaſily paſs through and repaſs, and 
by _— ſuch a large Corxeſpondence, and play- 
ing their Game ſo craftily into each others Hands, 
they are become truly dangerous and formidable ; 
and ſome of them have, by their wicked Practices, 
made themſelves ſuch a Fortune, as qualifies them 
to become abſolute Maſters and Directors of all Fair: 
and Markets in thoſe Parts, which are ſo unhappy as 
to be viſited and peſter'd by ſuch Ravenous and De- 
vouring Creatures. There are, no doubt, Perſons off 
a quite different Character among theſe People, 
whoſe Figure in the World exempts them from Con- 
tempt, and whoſe growing Riches ſet them above 
being concern d at the Scandal of that Way of Life 
which is: ſo ſweet and profitable. But if they will 
liſt with ſuch a 9 muſt take their Fate with 


them; for there cannot be a more weak, or indeed ino 


criminal Tenderneſs, than to forbear ſpeaking theſhe 
Truth ag 
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Truth in a Caſe, where it comes accompanied with 
rhe Tears and Groans of one's Country. The worſt 
of it is, that the Farmer, Grazier, or honeſt Dealer, 
not conſidering the ill Conſequences of ſuch Con- 
duct, is too frequently tempted, either for the ſake 
of Eaſing himſelf, his Servants, or his Cattle, to 
ſhun the Markets, and deal with theſe Interlopers at 
e his own Door: By which means he is at length 
o brought to deal with them whether he will or no: 
ie And when he, who firſt hands down Proviſions to 
m us, will treat with ſuch Sharpers out of Choice, and 
to they have once got his Goods, they can then make 
it, Wthe Poor, and all other Conſumers deal with them out 
ke of Neceſhty ; becauſe the Commodities they traf- 
ed Wick in, are ſuch, as are immediately conducive to 
es, che Support of Life, and the Suſtenance of Mankind. 
Di- Win Fact, theſe Oppreſſors, who ſeldom pay any T.xxes 
themſeves, do really ſet a Tax upon all forts of 
Proviſions, in their Paſſage between the Growth and 
the Conſumption ; and whiiſt they beat down the 
armer or Feeder in his Price, they raiſe the Poor in 


rr 


le; Wtheirs, and ſo fink the Plunder of both in their own. 
ces, Pockets. 

Jem In pak to Particulars, I ſhall firſt enquire 
airs into, and expoſe, the Miſchiefs done by this Sort of 
y as Men in and about the Cities of London and Weſt- 
De- vinſter, the Suburbs and Parts adjacent : Where, as 
is oft is notorious that the Number of Inhabitants is 
pplejWnnch greater than formerly, fo we may make the 
Con ame Obſervation upon the Kingdom in general, that 
boveſſt is become much more populous than it was before 


She Days of Queen Elizabeth. And if there was ſo 
uch Occaſion then for good and ftrift Laws agairft 
oreftalling and Ingroſſing, there will be ſo much 
ore Reaſon now, for making a due Proviſion againſt 
heſe evil Practices, in Proportion to the Encou- 
agement theſe People meet with in the Purſuit of 

| | B their 
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their unjuſt Gain, and in Proportion to the Increaſe 


of our Poor, who groan under the heavy Weight of 
theſe Oppreſſions, though they cannot ſo readily di- 


Shoulders. 


In Smithfield and other great Markets, where Live 
Cattle are brought for Sale, the Foreſtaller, Engraſſer 
and Fobber, are arriv'd to that Degree of Power and 
Infolence, that they carry every thing before them, 
and Thin or-Glut the Markets, raiſe and lower their 
Prices, juſt as they pleaſe to agree among themſelves. 
In the Space of 10 or 12 Days, the ſeveral Kinds of 
Cattle deſignd for Proviſions, do commonly paſs 
through Seven or Eight Hands before they come to 
the Butcher, whereby the Price of a Bullock is raiſed 
to 20 or 30 s. and of a Sheep to 3 or 45. more than 
otherwiſe they would have been worth ; and ſo of 
other Kinds of Live Fleſh in Proportion. Bargains of 
this Sort are frequently ſtruck by the Fobbers and Fore- 
ftallers at the Towns-end, or perhaps within a Stone's 
caſt of the Market ; and they have their [nns and 
Yards, which are a kind of Half way Houſes for this 
Purpoſe, where they meet and cabal, and there open- 
ly carry on the Foreſtalling Trade, as if ſome Fair 
or Market were actually ſettled in thoſe Places by 
Patent or Preſcription, The Laws which are againſt 
them, have, by good Management, been made ſub- 
ſervient to the carrying on of theſe unlawful Deal- 
ings : For there is a Set of Men, who either pre- 
tending to a Power which they have not, or if they 
have one, by notoriouſly abuling it, undertake for a 
ſmall Sum, to grant Licences to Fobb and Foreſtal ; 
whereby the Perſons concerned in this Way of Bu- 
ſineſs, do really look upon themſelves as eſtabliſhed, 
and that they have Authority for what they do, 
though it be to the viſible Prejudice of all their Fel- 
low- Subjects. 


When 


ſtinguiſh by what Hands the Burden is laid upon their 


. 
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When the Markets are thin, and the Graziey or 
Fair Trader is advis'd by his Agent or Factor, to ſend 


up bis Marketable Cattle, then the Fobbers and Fore- 


ftallers ride round the- Countries, and way-lay the 


Roads, and io buying np what Caitle they can, and 
bringing in ſuch as they had in Reſerve, out of the 
Grounds neareſt to the Market, where perhaps a con- 
ſiderable Part of their Goods is not really Market- 
able, they make a Glut at once, and thereby diſ- 
courage the Fair Dealer from ſending any more; ſo 
that they engroſs all his Dealings to themſelves, and 
by thus thruſting in themſelves between him and 
the Markets, cirry an abſolute Sway over both, and 


the Butcher and Conſumer arc then entirely left at 


their Mercy. 

When the Markets are full and well ſtoch'd, and 
by the foregoing Management they can eaſily make 
them ſo at any Time; then they buy up out of the 
Markets, and carry away ſuch Cattle into remote 
Parts, where their Correſpondents adviſe them they 
will bear a much better Price; by which Means they 
cut out the Fair Trader, keep the Butcher always at 
their Beck, and make the Conſumer depend altoge- 
ther upon them for his Proviſions. 

The ſame, or as bad, is the Caſe with Dead as well 
as with Live Proviſions, which are engraſſed and jobbed 
in the like ſhametul Manner, For from the Hours 
of Two or Three in the Morning, to the Time when 
the Inhabitants come to Market to ſupply their Fa- 
milies, the Proviſions they want are ſhifted from one 
Fobher to another, and paſs through many Hands, be- 
tore they come to the Conſumer ; whereby the ſame 


Carcaſe of a Calf, Sheep or Lamb, ſhall be advan- 


ced one Third in the Price, on the very ſame Day, 

and in the ſame Market; which is a moſt intole- 

rable Abuſe upon the Poor, who muſt ſtarve, or 

come up to the Jobber's Price; who by bringing in 
| B. 2 what 
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What they have in Store, or by carrying out what 
they buy to diſpoſe of elſewhere, can Glut or Thin 
the Markets at their own Pleaſure; and by theſe 
Meaſures both the Butcher and the Honſholder are 
tinted in their Price, and depriv'd of their lawful 
Go by a Gang of Raſcally Vagabonds and Inter- 
opers. h 
What Proviſions they glean up from the Mar- 
Rets, or what they have by them, which are real- 
ly unfit for any Market, they either Hawk and 
Cry about the streets themſelves, or hire others 
to do it for them, in the Out- parts and leſs fre- 
quented Streets or Allies of the Suburbs, where the 
Poor are moſt numerous; by which Means abortive 
Carcaſſes, Cows cut out that dy'd in Calving, Mea- 
fled Pork, Drown'd Sheep, and Lambs, and other 
Diſtemper'd and Infectious Proviſions, come to be 
fold publickly : And this was notoriouſly the Caſe 
during the Time of the late Mortality among the 
Cows ; of which the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the FJuſtices for Middleſex met in Seſſions, were 
made Eye-witneſſes: Bur notwithſtanding all their 
Care, and rhe Pains taken by the Butchers Com- 
pany to inſpe& and remedy ſuce Diſorders, yet the 


Grievance continued, for want of more ſtrict and 


effectual Laws to prevent it. 

As to the other Proviſions brought to theſe two 
great Cities, ſuch as Corn and Grain of the ſeve- 
ral Kinds, Poultry, Fiſh, Fowls, Cheeſe, Butter, 
Eggs, Sec. the Methods of Foreſtalling and Engroſ- 

ns them, are not ſo common and notorious, as in 
the other Caſes already mentioned ; nor is the Ma- 
lady quite ſo great, or attended with ſo many ill 
Conſequences to the Publick, And yet even here 
there is ſome ſmall Cauſe of Complaint, and good 
Reaſon to interpoſe by way of effectual Remedy 
and Redreſs. For if theſe Proviſions did realty 
come 
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eme in a regular Way, directly from thoſe who fur- 
niſh them, to thoſe who want them in their Fami- 
lies; that is, from the Farm, the Dairy, the Fiſne- 


Ec. to the Conſumer, with a ſufficient Allowance 


for Carriage by Land or Water, and a reaſonable 


Profit to the honeſt Facłkor, Saleſman, or Agent; the: 
Trade for theſe Proviſions wonld then be much fairer,. 
and more equitable than at preſent it is, and. more- 
to the Eaſe of the Poor, as well as of every good. 


Subject and Houſholder. But for want of a due Re- 
gulation of Cornu Factors, and. a proper Method of 


Licenſing Badgers and Laders, according to the true 


meaning of the Old Laws in that caſe made and 


provided, a Set of Unlicens'd Higlers, Fobbers, Fore- 


ſtallers, Ingraſſers, Hawhers, and other Strolers and 


Iterlopers, have crept in upon us, who traverſe the 
Country, or have their Half-way Stages and Places. 
of Reſort, where they buy up theſe Commodities at 


the firſt Hand, and fo foreſtal the proper Market. 


The Engroſſer buys of theſe Foreſtallers, and ſells. 
again to others ; and from them perhaps the Bar- 
gain paſſes to Two or Three Chapmen more, ac-- 
cording as the Commodity is either periſhable or 
fit to keep, before the Conſumer and the Poor can, 
come at it; and then not only they are miſerably 
cheated, but the honeſt Factor, and the Licens d 
Higler and Badger, is either tempted to join in theſe 
baſe meaſures, or muſt be utterly depriv'd of his: 
Livelihood. It is alſo a common, though a very ill 
Cuſtom, for Maggoners, Carriers, and others em- 
ploy'd in conveying Proviſions to London, by any loct: 
of Carriage, not to content themſelves with the 
reaſonable Profit ariſing by ſuch an Employ, but to- 
turn Huckſters and Dealers in any kind of thoſe Pro- 
viſions, Which it ſhonld be their ſole Buſineſs to con- 
vey to the Market ; they having by their quick and: 
frequent Paſſing and Repaſſing between Town and! 
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Country, a better Opportunity of knowing how the 


Markets are like to riſe and fall; and by theſe 
Means they eaſily draw off a conſiderable, though a 
very unjuſt Gain, out of all Proviſions of this kind; 
which Burden is ſure at long run to fall altogether 
upon the honeſt Houſholder or Conſumer. Theſe 


Grievances, however trifling ſome may think them, 


are of fatal Conſequence to the Poor, and deſerve 


every good Engliſhman's ſerious Conſideration, as. 


well as his helping Hand towards a Reforma- 
T10N« 

From this melancholy Proſpe& let us now turn 
our Eyes upon the Country, and there ſurvey the 
wretched Spoil and Havock, which theſe Foreſtallers, 
Ingroſſers and Fobbers, have made, in moſt of the 
Cities, Towns-corporate, and other Places of Trade 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The Fact is undeniable, that in many of theſe 
Places, once populous and flouriſhing, the Fairs and 
Markets are become ſtrangely thin; and where one 
can ſee little elſe beſides Toy-ſhops and Stalls for 
Bawbles and Knicknacks, In ſome of them the 
Markets are intirely left off and diſus d, as if the 
Town had loſt its Charter. The Tolls are ſunk to 
nothing ; and where, in the Memory of many Inha- 
bitants, there us d to come to Town upon a Day, One, 
Tro, perhaps Three, and in ſome Boroughs Four 
Hundred Loads of Corn, now Graſs grows in the 
Market-place. Many large Corporations are reduc'd 
to mere Thorough-fares, and have little other De- 
pendance. Nothing relgns in them but Deſolation 
all the Week long, in Compariſon of the Throng 
and Concourſe of People that us'd to be ſeen 
in the Streets; and the Shopkeepers are reduc'd 
to a very ſcanty Number, or furc'd to follow ſome 
other Buſineſs for a Subſiſtance, Thoſe who love 
theix Country, and arc apt to enquire concerning its 
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Good and Welfare, have often puzled themſelves 
with Queſtions about theſe Things, and are divided 
in their Opinion of the Cauſes of the Decay of Mar- 
k- Trade every where in the Country. The Fault 
in general is commonly laid upon the Badneſs of the 
Times, or upon the publick Debts and Taxes, when 
perhaps there is no manner of Occaſion for any 
Suppolition of this kind; and they who look fur- 
ther into the Secret, do, it may be, ſtill fall ſhort 
of a compleat Diſcovery. So long as Property is 


. ſecur'd, Buying and Selling will be of no Party; 


and as for the Taxes, .and publick Burdens, they 
he no heavier now upon the Country (if fo. heavy) 
than they have for many Years done ; and as great 
Rents never hurt a Man where there is a Trade to 
anſwer, ſo all the preſent Charges will ſeem eaſie, 
where there is an Equivalent to balance, and where 
there is a due Circulation of Profit between the 
Landlord who lets, the Farmer or Rentor, who oc- 
cupies or plants, and the Conſumer who takes off 
the neat Produce ; without the Intervention of roo 
many Interlopers to croſs upon this regular Courſe, 
and like Drones to rob the laborious Bees of their 
Cargo by the Way, which would otherwiſe be re- 
poſited in the Hive. Care has been taken to make 
the Roads better than ever: Inland Nauigation has 
of late been much improv'd, and Land-Carriage, 
and Conveyance of Goods and Cattle from one 
Town to another, are as well perform'd as for- 
merly, and as cheap as for many Years laſt paſt. 
We are therefore ſtill to ſeek for the main Cauſe 


and Source of theſe Evils : Now if I can prove (as 


I hope I preſently ſhall) That Foreſtalling, Ingroſſings 
and Fobbing, are the greateſt, if not the only Rea- 
ſon for all Decays and Mifortunes complain'd of 
under this Head, or in other Terms, that. they are . 
the Bane and Ruin of the Country Markets, I think 

L 
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T ſhall have then ſaid: enough: to prove, that the 
Perſons concern'd in this miſchievous Way of Li- 
ving, are a common Nuſance to the Kingdom in ge- 
neral, 

To make this out, let us bur conſider in what 
manner Markets are now held in the Country, that 
is, in ſuch Places where the Shadow or Name of 
them is ſtill kept up and retained. Many Farmers 
ſeldom or ever come thither, but have one or two 
Foreſtallers and Fobbers for their Dealers, who come 
home to them, and there buy up what Commodities. 
they have to diſpoſe of; and upon their Credit and 
Correſpondence they, in a great meaſure, depend, 
as to the Price and Demand, for any fort of Provi- 

' ffons. Some, who do till uſe the Markets, bring 
perhaps a Horſe-load or two, which are expos d 
to make ſhew of a Market, and to have a Price 
fer, which muſt, however, depend upon the Engroſ- 
fer, who has Stores enough by him for that Purpoſe. 
Others bring only Parcels of Corn in a Bag cr Hand- 
kercheif, which are called Samples; and theſe. 
are ex pos d, perhaps, in private Houſes, to a few 
Fobbers or Engroſſers. A Trird Sort ſhall ſend in 
their Corn, it may be, by Loads, but not on Mar- 
ket-days, and then they hoard it up in Granaries or 
Rooms hired for the Purpoſe, and at a proper Time, 
or when the Farmer's want of Money calls upon him 
to ſell, comes a Fobber or Engraſſer, and ſweeps a- 
way the whole Stock at once, and carries it off to 
ſome more remote Market, or up to London, ac- 
cording as there is a Call for it to his Ad vantage. 
The neighbou ing Gentry, made ſenſible of theſe 
wretched Practices, by the beſt Argument (Experi- 
ence) provide every Thing within themſelyes, for 
the Support of their Families, by agreeing with. 
ſome Tenant for whatever they want all the Year 
round, at a Sct-price ; or by reſerving ſo much Land: 

as- 


deſerted, and have no Concourſe or 
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as is ſufficient to anſwer that End; and they have 
their own Slaughter-houſes, Granaries, and Store- 
Rooms, for all their neceſſary Proviſions, indepen” 
dent of the ſeyeral Trades in their Neighbourhood- 
In the mean time the Shop-keepers in Town and Ci- 
ty, for Want of a Market, are in a great Meaſure 

Reſort of Cu- 
ftomers ; and moſt of the Commodities they deal 
in, are now jobd or hawk'd about the Country, 
from Pariſh to Pariſh, and from Door to Door, by 
Vagabond and Itinerant Retailers, who carry their 
All in a Pair of Panniers, or upon one or two Pack- 


horſes. I appcal to every one converſant in theſe 


Matters, Whether what I have ſaid upon · this Sub- 
joct, be not in Fact the preſent State of moſt of our 
Country-Corporations, and a lively Image and Pi- 
cture of their Fairs and Markets as they now ſtand. 
And, I think, I have clearly demonſtrated, That all 
this is entirely owing to that miſchievous and in- 
corrigible Set of Men, whom I have hitherto de- 


*ſcrib'd. Without a ſpeedy Reformation in this Par- 
ticular, nothing can retrieve our Countrymen from 


impending and unavoidable Ruin; and they muſt, 
upon ſome Occaſions, to avoid Starving, be much 
more Selfiſh and Mercenary, than hitherto they 
have been repreſented. For if the Fans and 
Markets fink and come to nothing, the Towns 
and Boroughs, where thoſe are kept, cannot long 


ſurvive. a Diſaſter, that ſo nearly concerns their 


very Being, as wcll as their hs uk | 

But to fer this Matter in a clearer light, I ſhall 
fairly and diſtinctly Examine, what influence theſe 
wicked Practiſes of Foreſtalli:g, Ingroſſing, Fobbing, 
Sec. have, and muſt have, upon the Welfare and 
Well-being of all the ſeveral Orders of Men 
throughout the Kingdom, from the Higheſt to the 


Loweſt, 
There 
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There is one Common and General Grievance, 
ariſing from this Inteſtine Evil, which equally af- 
fects both Rich and Poor, runs through the whole 
Body of our Fellow-Subjects at once, and is alike 
pernicions to every Family and Inhabitant of 
Great Britain. And therefore I ſhall ditpatch this 
firſt, before I come to more particular Enquiries, 
We all depend upon Trade, and Trade conſiſts 
in a Due and Well-proportion'd Circulation or Ex- 
change of Money for Goods, and Goods for Money. 
As to this particular Trade in Proviſions, it is of 
the greateſt Conſequence imaginable, becauſe it 
conſiſts of ſuch Things, as are abſolutely Neceſſtry 
for the Support of Humane Life: And then is this 
Trade mott Fair and Regutar, when Proviſions pa's 
from the firſt Producer of them to the laſt Con- 
ſumer, through the Hands of ſuca Honeſt and Law- 
ful Dealers and Manufactures only, as are requi- 
ſire to fir them for Conſumption. Fairs and Mar- 
kets were appointed as plares of Reſort or Rende- 
vouz for the Parties concern'd, in which to Mect 
and Treat for the better carrying on of this Mu- 
tual Exchange and Regular Circulation. Whoever 
therefore gets any of theſe Commodities into his 
Hands, without making them more fit for Con- 
ſumption than they were before- he had them, and 
without forwarding them to that End ; or who- 
ever Diverts, Interrupts, or Moleſts any of thoſe 
Meetings deſign'd for this good Purpoſe in furniſh- 
ing the Publick with Proviſions, is moſt certainly 
an Enemy to this Trade, and conſequently a Nu- 
ſance to his Country. Thus for inſtance, where 
Live Proviſions come from the Breeder to the Feeder 
or Grazier, thence to the Drover, and ſo on to the 
Market, and thence to the Butcher, and at laſt to 


the Eater or Conſumer, this Courſe is Fair and Re- 


gular ; becauſe all theſe Trades ſerve to fit ſuch 
| Pro- 
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Proviſions for Conſumption. And the ſame is the 
Cafe with Dead Proviſions ; as where Corn paſſes 
from the Farmer to the Bakery, Brewer, Mealman, 
Malſter, and from them to the Conſumer or Houſ- 
bolder ; all theſe Trades are uſeful in forwarding ſuch 
Conſumption, and ought to be ſupported by a Rea- 
ſonable Profit and Advantage, But now the Fore- 


ftaller, Jobber, and Ingroſſer, is neither Aſſiſtant to 


any of theſe Lavful Callings, but rather obſtructs 
them ; nor does any thing towards the Bettering of 
fuch Proviſions as he is poſleſs'd of, but often 
makes them worſe ; and all his Buſineſs, by Inter- 
loping, is only to raiſe the Price, by way of un- 
juſt Gain for himſelf: And ſo far as the Price is 
rais d, which muſt at laſt fall upon the Conſumer, 
ſo far in Proportion does he actually Cheat and 
Defraud every one of his Fellow-Subjefts ; and 
there 1s not a Family or Inhabitant in Great-Britain, 
who is not more or leſs a Sufferer upon his Ac- 
count, and through his wicked Management. As 
to the Fairs and Markets, which are of ſuch Uſe 


in this Trade, he does by Moleſting and Ruining 


them, in effect Ruin a Trade, upon which the 
whole Nation cannot but depend ; and it muſt 
certainly be ſhocking to conſider, That every 
Eneliſþman now in Being, though in never ſo High 
or Low a Station, ſhould be to much at the Di- 
poſal of a Gang of Miſcreants, who have no- 
thing to make them conſiderable, but only Miſchief, 
Oppicſſion, and Knavery. | 

But to be more particular, The Novility and 
Landed Gentry. who are Maſters of Demeſnes and 
Owners of Eſtates, have a Viſible and Certain De- 
pendence ũpon their Rents, and are ſure to be af- 


tected in their Properties, according as their Far- 


mers can afford to Raiſe or Sink their Leaſes, or 
to make certain or dubious Payments. Whatever 
there- 
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therefore affects the Farmer or Rentor in any near 
Degree, or diſables him from paying a Good 
Rent, or from paying it well and duely, muſt | * 
in Proportion aſe the Eſtate it ſelf, leſſen its 
Value and Income, and in Time conſiderably re- 
duce it. The Prejudice hereby done to the Tenant 
mult naturally riſe Higher, and at the Year's End 
fall hard upon the Landlord or Proprietor, whether 
he be a Nobleman, Gentleman, or Commoner; and 
will be found by Experience, to be a much 
greater Burden, and a more reaſonable Cauſe of. 
Complaint than the Taxes. 

Let us now ſee then, in what reſpets, and to 

what Degree, the Farmer or Rentor is really affected 
by this miſchievous Practiſe of Foreſtalling, Fobbing, 
Engroſing, &#c. The Farmer or Rentor of Arable 
Lands, who is firſt ard chiefly concern'd in the 
Produce of Dead Proviſions, is in a good Meaſure 
depriv d by the Foreflaller, of all the Benefit of his 
Markets, where is the proper Vent for his Commo- 
dities: And before thoſe Commodities can circulate 
in a regular Courſe to the Malſter, Brewer, Baker, « 
Ec. the Foreſtaller will have his Profit out of them; 
whereby the Farmer's Price comes to be leſſen d, and 

art of his Gain to be divided among Vagabonds 
and Interlopers. When he expoſes his Corn or 
Grain to ſale in an Open and Free Market, he has 
then choice of Cuſtomers, and ſuch a reaſonable 
Chance for a Price, as the preſent Want or Demand | 
for Goods will afford him: But when the Foreſtaller | 
has him in his Clutches, he is then ftiated in his 
Dealings, it may be to one or two Chapmen only, 
and muſt in a great Meaſure be bronght ro depend 
upon them, both for Price and Demand too. Theſe 
are great Draw backs and Diladvantages in this way 
of Trade, and muſt ir. the Conteg ace very near- 
ly touch both the Litite and the Owner or Pro- 

Prictor 
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prietor of it: And when the Farmer is thus become 


dent upon one or two Foreſtallers, his Con- 
dition is very Precarious ; and if either of them 
Fails (as they are often Out-witted by their own 
Fraternity, or funk at once by * too Great and 


Deſperate Hazards, upon Long Credit, or a very 


Mean Foundation) the Farmer is inevitably Ruin'd, 
and the Landlord at long-run the Sufferer. The ſame 
is the Caſe with the Rentor of Paſture Grounds, The 
Jobber is as much a Nuſance in this particular, as 
the Foreſtaller was in the other. All Inland Breeders 
and Feeders of Cattle have an entire Dependence 
upon the Markets; and as thoſe Dwindle, they are 
ſure to be loſers in Proportion, When the Breeder 
is once link'd to one or two Fobbers, the regular 
Communication between him and the Grazier or 
Feeder, is ſo far interrupted, that he muſt loſe in 
his Price perhaps one Third, which is the Fobber's 
Profit and Subſiſtence. If on the other Hand, the 
Grazier or Feeder goes to Market, he there finds that 


the Fobber has been before-hand with him; of 


whom he muſt buy, or loſe the Expences of his 


Journey : And if the Jobber cannot have his own 


Price, he then lies by with his Cattle, or Drives 
them away into another Country. If under theſe 
Diſcouragements the Grazier keeps at home, and 
gives himſelf up entirely into the Hands of the 
obber (as in theſe Circumſtances he muſt do or 
Starve) then the Jobber is at liberty to make both 
Price and Demand as he pleaſes. And of this 
ſort of Men ſome are now come to be ſuch la 
and general Dealers, that when any One of them 


fails (as that is often the Caſe, either out of De- 


ſign or Neceſſity) many Breeders and Graziers are 
Ruin'd at once, and their Landlords are left 
Deſtitute both of 05 Tenant, * are 

wal- 
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ſwallow'd up and Devour'd by theſe Ravenous 
Spoilers and Plunderers of the Publick. 


As to the Butcher, Poulterer, Brewer, Baker, Malt- 


ſter, Mealman, Innholder, Victualler, Corn-Fattor, 


Chandler, and other Honeſt and Lawful Traders, 


' who are concein'd in Handing down Proviſions 


to the Conſumer, and fitting them for that Pur- 
pole, upon the, Diſcouragement given to the 
Markets, they really know not when or where to buy, 
unleſs they. apply to the Fobber or ſome other 
of that Gang : And then they find every Thing 
comes ſo dear to them, by that Time it has 
paſs'd the Clutches of Foreſtallers, Engroſſers, Fob- 
bers, &c. that ſometimes they cannot come up to 
the Price, at other Times they dare not run too 
Great Hazards ; their Cuſtomers make hard ſhifts, 
and cannot or will not encourage a Free Con- 
ſumption, and often beat them down in their 
Price, when they cannor afford it, and complain of 
them when the Fault is really none of their 
own. At the ſame time, the Hawkers and Strol- 
ling Chapmen ſtep in between them and their 
Out-lying Cuſtomers, and that way, draw off a 
conſiderable Part of their Buſineſs : All which 
Grievances bear ſo. very hard upon this ſort 
of Traders, that the Burden is become almoſt 
Intolerable ; and yet without theſe, a State cannot 
ſubſiſt, and they are abſolutely Neceſſary towards. 
the very Being and Maintenance of all Socic- 

cles. | 
The Shop-Keepers, Retailers, Handicrafts, and 
Mechanicks, who are Members or Inhabitants of 
the ſeveral Cities, Burougbs, and other Towns 
within this Kingdom, are alſo great Sufferers by 
this deteſtable Practice of Foreſialling, Fobbing, 
Engroſſing, &c. For when their Markets, which 
are in a great Meaſure their fupport, are thinn'd 
and 
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and leſſen'd, or ſunk to a mere Name and Sha- 
dow, there is no longer that Reſort and Con- 
courſe of People, whereby Cuſtomers are brought 
to their Shops; but their Neighbours furniſh 
themſelves elſewhere, or buy of thoſe Hawkers 
and Strollers, who traffick from Door to Door in 
refuſe Goods and Commodities: And thus whilſt 
their own Trade decays, and the Proviſions for 
their Families are by this Means become dearer, 
the Taxes carry a double Weight, and they Mur- 
mur and Repine, without being able to diſcern 
the ſecret Hand that hurts them, and conſequently 
without knowing where to apply for Relief. There 
is a Record in the Firſt and Second of Phil. and 
Mar. Chap. J. which ſays, That when the Co:- 
on and Towns did enjoy their Rights of 

rade undifturb'd, they did thrive and flouriſh, 
employ'd their Poor, bred up their Youth in 
good Order, and were on all Occaſions an Ho- 
nour and Support to the Government : And this 
it was which gave a Value to all the Adjacent 
Lands throughout the Kingdom. 

At the ſame time every Buyer and Conſumer 
(under which Names are included every Subject 
and Inhabitant of Great-Britain) is miſerably Im- 
py upon, Cheated and Oppreſs'd, by this Vil- 
ainous Cabal and Confederacy of Bloodſuckers, 
the very Peſt of Societies, and Vermin of the Bo- 
dy Politick, When our Proviſions upon which we 
ſubſiſt are ſo long detain'd whilſt we want them, 
corrupted and made worſe before they come to 
us, and deliver d down through ſo many unne- 
ceſſary and Spins Hands, for the Sake of a 
private unjuſt Gain, e're they arrive at the laſt 
Stage, and are in the Poſſeſſion of the Conſumer, 
ſuch abominable Management muſt be a deadly 
Wound and. Gangreen in the State, and it. is 
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high time to interpoſe with the pr Reme- 
dy, and ſuch as may be ſafe, ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual. In vain are kindly Years and Seaſons, 
rich Crops and Harveſts, Fields and Meadows 
laden with Corn and Graſs, if in the Midſt of 
all our Hopes, the Foreſtaller, Engroſſer, and Fob- 
ber, {hall come like a Blaſt or Mill-dew, and devour 
the Fat of the Land, prey upon the Labours of the 
Husband-man, make ſpoil of the Induftry of the Fair 
Trader, and rob every Family and Fellow- Subject 
in the Kingdom, of their Eaſe and Satisfaction, in 
the well-grounded Expectation, and quiet Enjoy- 
ment, of Plenty and Proſperity. _ 

But above all other Orders of Men, the Poor are, 
upon this Occaſion, the greateſt Objects of Pity ; 
and for their Sakes it is a fort of Stupidity or Cruelty, 
not to be tranſported with a more than common Re- 
ſentmenc againſt thoſe, who ſo unjuſtly Harraſs and 
Oppreſs them. Their <..es are ever Reſounding in 
our Ears; and a true and lively Picture of their 
Families, and the wretched Condition they are in, 
would not fail to melt the moſt Harden'd, and pro- 
duce the Tendereſt Effects in the Minds of a People, 
famous for Good-nature and Charity. To have 
their Proviſions and Suſtenance, by means of theſe 
wicked Wretches, brought to them at ſo exceſſive a 
Price, when there is really no Occafion for it, at a 
Time when they are ſo numerous, when ſo many 
Hands among them are incapable of Work, when ſo 
many are unprovided of any Employ, and Hire and 
Wages are at ſuch low Rates, is a moſt afflicting and 
deplorable Grievance ; for which, the Authors of it 
will be one Day ſeverely accountable. Let the Times 
be never fo Good and Plentiful, yet the Foreſtaller, 
Jobber, and Engroſſer, like Pharaoh's lean Kine, fall 
upon and devour the Fat, and can make a Scarcity 
in the Midſt of Plenty. Whilſt the Poor, who _ 
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the Effects, but are not Quick ſighted enough to diſ- 
cern the Cauſe, break out into Murmuring and Re- 
pining, perhaps into Mutiny and Sedition, and lay 
the Blame upou the Times, and it may be their G- 
vernours; though in the mean while the true Source 
of their Misfortunes lies nearer home, and all theſe 
Oppreſſions and Grievances are to be charg'd to the 
Account of a few of their own Fellow- Subjects, who 
_ their Faces, ride over their Backs, and have 
aid this Burden upon them, Whilſt they ſuffer 
thus much from the Foreftaller, Fobber and Engraſſer, 
in the Scarcity and Dearneſs of their Proviſions, 
they run as great Riſques from the Hawker and 
Vender of ſtale, corrupted, and diſtemper'd Com- 
modities ; by which their Health is impair'd, their 
Lives are brought in Danger, and noiſome and 
contagious Diftempers are dai promoted through- 
out the r And this ivate Fobbing and 
Hawking of Proviſions is really a great Encou- 
ragement to Theft, and the billing of Cattle in 
the Fields and Paſtures, by Night, near and a- 
bout London, and other great Cities; where the 
Graziers are at a great Expence to keep Watch, 
and yet ſometimes Fourteen or Fifteen Sheep are 
kil ed in the Night; others have the Fat taken out 
of them; ſome Ewes are kill'd when big with 
Lamb, and many Carcaſſes are carried off, before 
they are fit for Conſumption; whereby abundance 
of ſtoll'n and unwholſome Proviſions come to be 
vended, to the Damage of all Perfons concern'd in 
Graxing, and of all the Families in and about this 
and other great Cities, which depend ſo very much 
upon the Goodneſs and Fair-marketing of Fleſh- 
Proviſions in general. Thus ſtands this great and 
neceſſary Branch of Trade at preſent ; and in this 
wretched manner are we ſupply'd with the ordinary 
Proviſions tor our Families all oyer the Kingdom. 
C-3 What 
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What Effect a Remonſtrance or Complaint of this: - 
kind may have, I know not; but certainly it is not 
unbecoming the Duty of a good Subject to ſet theſe 
Matters in a true Light, and to place them fairly in 
the Way of thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is to provide 
for the common Safcty and Welfare. I dare appeal 
to any Reader of common Judgment, Whether theſe 
Things do not call aloud for Redreſs and A- 
mendment ; and am perſwaded, that it ought much 
rather to be made a Queſtion, How the Foreſtaller, 
Engroſſer, Fobber, &c. came to reign ſo long! Than, 
Why they ſhonld not now be put down and ſup- 

reis? 

: After ſuch a Melancholy Account, it may per- 
bags be expected of me, that I ſhould. offer ſome- 
thing by Way of Scheme or Propoſal, for the better 
Regulation of the Markets, and of the Trade for 


Proviſions of all ſorts in General, But I ſhall de- 


cline that Task, for two Reaſons : One is, Becauſe 
this Aﬀair more properly belongs to thoſe above 
me ; And the other is, Becauſe I am well inform'd, 
that there hath been ſuch a Scheme for ſome 
time in Agitation, form'd and projected by very 
able Hands, and directed and approv'd by Per- 
ſons of the fir} Note for Underſtanding, ſuſtice, f 

and Integrity; which, I hope, and make no doubt, 

will meet with all. fitting Encouragement, accord- 
ing as it ſhall be found practicable in it ſelf, 


eaſie to the. Subject, and effetual to the re- 


moving thoſe. heavy Grievances, under which we. 
now labour. I cannot, however, forbear making 
one Remark upon the Nature of ſuch an Under- 

taking, with an Eye to the Laws now in Bein 

againſt Foreſtallers, Regrators, and Engroſſers. And 
what I would obſerve, is this; That fince the Laws 
now in Force againſt theſe Men, have, by Experi- 
ence, proy'd to be ſo very weak and ineffectual, 


be- 
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becauſe the Information and Proſecution up- 
on thoſe Laws have been left at large, and to- 
every one's Diſcretion, it muſt follow, that unleſs a 
particular Set of Men be eſpecially enabled and 
empower'd to enquire into, to detect, purſue, and 
effectually to ſuppreſs the Oftenders in every ove 
of theſe Kinds, the Remedy muſt fall ſhort of the 
Diſtemper, and. we ſhall ſtill remain in as bad a 
Condition as ever. Other Methods have been try'd, 
and have not ſucceeded, as is plain from the Ex- 
perience of near Two Hundred Years laſt paſt, The 
Evil hath all along grown upon us, and is now 
riſcn to a formidable Pitch : No ordinary or com- 
mon Methods can ſubdue or keep it under, but ſuch 
neceſſary Meaſures muſt be taken, as have been 
found upon Trial to be throughly effectual, in the 
Cure and Removal. of many other National Gric-- 
vances. Whenever, therefore, I ſhall be ſo happy 
as to ſee a Propoſal. of this Kind offer'd to the 
Publick, ſuch as all honeſt Traders in Proviſions 
may find their Advantage from, in common with. 
the reſt. of their Fellow-Subjetts, and may readi- 
ly embrace and aſſent to, I ſhall then think my 
fag amply rewarded for the Pains I have taken 
in my preſent Enquiries ; and I make no Queſtion 
but every honeſt Citizen and Countryman will lend 
a helping Hand, and r unite to forward 
and promote ſuch a uſeful and beneficial Under- 
taking. | 

Give me leave, therefore, before I ſhut up this 
Argument, earneſtly to conjure and call upon all 
_- Ranks and Orders of Men in the Kindom, to ex- 
ert themſelves upon this ſo preſſing an Occaſion, 
and heartily to interpoſe in Behalf of their Coun- 
try. The Miſchief done to Trade in theſe Parti- 
culars, is truly great, and of a Lare and exten- 
ſive Influence, though the Perſons. concern'd in do- 


ing 
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ing it, are in themſelves trifling and inconſiderable. 
Let me humbly intreat the Nobility and Gentry, 
as they value their Eſtates, and thoſe who ſhall in- 
berit them, as they tender the Welfare of their 
Tenants, Dependants and Inferiors, as they regard 
their own Families, and thoſe of all their Fellow- 
Creatures and Felloæv- Subjects, as they would pro- 
tect and promote Trade in General, to embark in 
this good Cauſe with all their Power, Intereſt, 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, Let me adviſe the Members 
of Cities and Corporations, the Merchants, Traders, 
Mechanicks and Inhabitants of Towns, as they 
hope to ſce their Markets revive and flouriſh, as 
they deſire to have their Shops ſwarm with Cu- 
ſtomers ; as they wiſh to have Plenty and Abun- 
dance dwell with them, and in their Neighbour- 
hood ; as they bear a Regard to the due Circu- 
lation of Trade, and as they love and pity the 


Poor, and would have them decreaſe, and ſhare 


a Competency in the common Benefits of Life, 
heartily to join. in the proper Applications for Re- 
dreſs, earneſtly to ſollicite and forward the good 
Deſigns of thoſe, who are labouring in this Re- 


| ſpect to give us Eaſe ; and to be ſedulous, active, 


and importunate, that we may no longer groan 
under that Yoke, which ſo many Years, hath mi- 
ſerabiy gall'd and afflicted us. Laſtly, Let me ex- 
hort all other my Countrymen, eſpecially thoſe 
who ate concern'd in Tillage and Paſture, or any 
ways dependent upon either; and the Poor among 


the reſt, as they deſire to have their honeſt La- 


bours crown'd with Succeſs, as they wiſh to ſubſiſt 
quietly and comfortably among their Neighbours, 
as they value Plenty, and the Bleſſings that flow 
from it; as they wiſh for the Increaſe of Ge- 


neroſity, Hoſpitality, and Charity ; and as they ten- 


der the Welfare of the preſent and furyre Gene- 
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rations, to cry aloud is Occaſion, to a+ 
dreſs, expoſtulate and intreai with Freedom and 
Humility, and to take all other lawful Meaſures, 
that are allowd to good and dutiful Subjects, for 
N the proper Redreſs for themſelves, and 
or all their Conntrymen ; that this Grievance 
may be aboliſh'd, and that this important Branch 
of Trade may be reſtord to its regular Courſe 
and Purity, and ſettled upon a right Foot, and a 
folid and laſting Foundation. In which good Work 
whoever ſhall be — or ſhall conduce to- 
wards bringing it to a happy Iſſue and Accom- 
liſhment, will approve himſelf a true Lover of 
bis Country, and will richly deſerve the united 
Thanks of this and future Ages. 

Were the barefac'd wicked e Fore- 
alling, Regrating, Engroſing, Fobbing, &c. once 
Coed * taken r am very ſure there 
would ſoon appear quite a new Face of Things, 
both in Town and Country: For it may be pre- 
preſum'd to have prov'd to a Demonſtration, that 
theſe Offences are of the Jargeft Extent, and of 
the moſt dangerous Conſequence. Remove theſe, 
and we ſhould then approach much nearer to the 
Golden Age, than was ever pretended. If we had 
Plenty, we ſhould then be made ſenſible of it, 
and feel, and taſte its Benefits. If Property were 
not better ſecur d, it would, at leaſt, be much 
more equally divided. The Publick Burdens would 
then hardly be ever felt, and never, with Rea- 
ſon, complain'd of. The Times muſt mend, and 
Societies flouriſh, when the Spoilers and Diſturbers 
of both were taken out of the Way. For of ſuch 


| Univerſal Influence is this Affair, that a thorough 


Reformation would ſoon produce ſuch, and ſo 
good Effects, as nothing but Experience could con- 
vince us of their Reality: And though after that, 
Ska 1 
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1 carnot ſay there would, on this Account, be 
no Cotiplaining; yet I might venture to ſay, there 
would be no juſt Complaining in our Streets. 

The Lars of England have been remarkably. 
ſti t and ſevere in protecting and ſecuring this 
Neceſſary Trade in Proviſions ; witneſs the Statut 
concerning Weights, Meaſures, Standards, Proof of \l 
Commodities, and the like: For enquiring into 
which, Ancient and Honourable Courts and Inqueſts 
have been erected and appointed. And why then 
ſhould we imagine, that there will not be duc 
Care taken in this Particular, which is of ſo much i 
greater Importance in the ſame Way of Traffick 
and Commerce ? All Great and Wiſe Kingdoms 
and Srates have purſu'd the like Methods, and in 
their Sumptuary Laws about Proviſions, have been 
eminently tender of the Welfare of their People. 
Whence we may reaſonably infer, That Great Bri- 
tain will never fall ſhort of any other Nation 


under Heaven, in this ſo conſpicuous an Inftant of 
Wiſdom and Juſtice. | 
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